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published materials that he was the person who was in charqge of

organizing a political unit amon7j Cubans in this country vwhich
would constitute the Cuban government in exile. Do you recall
where that was?

A That could be quite true,.

0. Have you reviewed, Mr. Sturhitts, the Agency's entire

files relating in anv wav to the Cuban operations and particu-’

larly with reference to whether thev reflect any contacts

between the Agency and T'rank Sturgis?

A Yes.

Q Or Frank Fiorini?

A, There is no relationship.

Q Is it vour testimony that the records and files of

the Agency reveal no official or unofficial contact of any
nature with Frank Sturgis?

A To my knowledge that is true,.

Q I take it from that that you are emphatic in your
testimonv that he was never an employee of the Aqency?_

A | Extremely emphatic.

Q and vou are also equally emphatic to the effect that
hé was never a contract agent of the Agency?

A .Exactly.

Q. Do vou know whether he ever served in the capacity

of being an informer or informant to the Agency?
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é 1 Qo YOu mean a source 0f -- |
é ) i A Sourca of information of another agent. Another i
b i i
g 3 £ agencv agent. |
é 2 ; Q. No the files of the'Aqency reflect anv matter? E
5 ; A To mv knovledae I don't recall anvthing like t%at'butj
. i
6 E it is entirelv possible that that could have happened without
' " { being a matter of record.
8 E 0. Do the-files of the Agency ﬁeveal anv instance what-
9 i ever in which Frank Sturais was ever asked to undertake anv
@ A 10 kind of an operation or activitvy o‘n behalf of the Agencv? :
11 A. To mv knowledge, nothing. é
) 12 L Q. Do the files of the Agencv réveal anv evidence i
% 13 y whatever that Frank Sturgis was ever paid anything directlv or |
E 4 { indirectlv bv the Agencv? ' %
z L4 :
.5 L A To mv knowledqge, no.
16 F Q Now, when vou sav "to my knowledge, no",'in answer
17 i to some of these cuestions, do I understand that to mean that |
1g ! you are giving us the full henefit of vour knowledge on the
1ggibasis of a full review of the Agency's records and files?
] - ‘;' P
% n A On Frank Sturgis, ves, ;
S 20
.i 21; 0 Okav. During the period of time that you were with
S j
g i the Special Activities Group from 1963 to '66, first of all,
Z 22 | i
g 233 can yéu tell us when that beqgan in 19632
% H1 A When the Special Activities Group. --
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3 1 o Group began?
2 i
g 2 ﬁ A It bejan -- well, it becan arounrnd June of ‘63,
g 3 ii A Now, with particular reference to the last half of
§ 4 §§1963, including whatever neriod in June '63 mav not have been

5 ?%involved, were there a qreat manv Cubans in the southern Gnited

] ’
6 E States who were active in revolutionarv fronts that were beinna
¢ y ;isponsored by the Agency?

8 A Wellm wou mean Aqgencv sponsored fronts?

9 0 Yes. i

10 A The Agency subsidirzed these fronts in an effors to

11 have unity rather than these split factions, split anti-Castrn
) 12 factions. Obviouslv the leaders of the fronts knew that the
§ 13 || CIA was subsidizing. Supposedly the people that joined these
‘g 14 ifronts did not know they were being subsidized by the Aqonr-

-y I or the U.S. Government.

16 Q But when vou sav "supnosedly,"” does the fact anpear

1 to be othepwise?

18 b A WE1ll, hbased on mv experience with the Cubans anrd th:'s

i 19 {type’of thing, and their penchant to talk, I would think that
% 50 it wouldh*t take long for knowledge of any subsidy to surfar~n
5 .
é 21 itself,
§ o5 0 Was it your oninion and impression at that time, ‘ir.
é 25x Sturbitts, that a qreat many Cubans considered themselves to be
% o4 involved in the CIA orqanizations?

WY 50955 DbelId:32203851 Page 86 ..
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Q. And again with particular reference to the Miami
area?

A Yes,

0 Was there also Cuban activityv of this sort elsewhecre

in the United States? I am asking now particularlv with
reference to New Orleans.

A. There was gome Cuban presence in New Orleans. I am
really not familiar with what happened in New Orleans that was
sort of a sideshow to Miami.

Q But the same is -- it is possible that some of the

same Cuban orqganizations which were being sponsored or funded

bv the Agency also had activities or operations in New Orleans? !

A. I don't know if I can answer that, whether they had
the same functions. I know that some funding arrangement for
subsidizing the organizations in Miami was carried out through

New Orleans.

Qo Well, can vou he more specific about what vou mean
by that?
A Well, in other words, to fund these organirzations we

were subsidizing thete had to he some ostensible source of
income for them to continue what they were doing. A great
nuﬁber -- well, not a great number, but a number of select
people were -- well, they were selected and then thev were

talked to, to pose as trustees, if vou would, or directors or

HW 50955 Daecld:32203 Alrh Pagecd? von miah+ have nf enme nf t+thoceo nrn:n\'va%inng in mv’riﬂ,!"‘_ i
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Q ..
E - to get the funding through to the organizations. ‘
; o These people were normallv prominent people and -- |
: , | ;
z ! 0, And did thev gat funded by the Agencv, then, through i
- H -
| . | !
2 ; . the mdeium of prominent and well-to-do neople? j
o A These well~to-do people ostensibly would call a friena
' il :
b . E
A ﬁ of theirs that had heen made trustee of another type of activity
¢ ~ : and sav, vou know, we are trving to assist these Cubans in this '’
it !
i |
8 ﬂ type of thing. Could vour organization give us any money, and
i i
i
o ﬂ the quy on the other end would sav, sure, we can probably lend !
i . i
| . . ..
15 I you $25,N1N00 or something like that, or donate $25,000., This is -
oo \ i
i :
11 “ the wav the funding went into the fronts, %
1 _ :
i o
19 J 0. And was some of that funding arranged through peonle
e t .
3 | 1
: I in New Orleans? E
. 13 < ;
0 | : . |
P 14 w A I would think so. I helieve <o, ;
z 24 : A i
! ;
o Q. Vlere anv of the people in New Orleans throuah whonm '
15
. 1 that funding operation was effected people who turned out to bo :
=D i - '
| involved in the investigations conducted bhv Jim Garrison? f
L7 ’ ?
| ,
. i A, Hot to my knowledge.
181
i 0 How about ? Was he ever connected with
) 19 | |
o L . H
3 |l the Agency in anv manner at all in providing funds or assistance
U 20 ' !
° to Cubans or Cuban groups? . g
L. ) (2]

. TZ: 2 . _ ]
QED £ A, I couldn't sav. I am just not familiar with -- we had
‘ ‘ 2 22

“ a great manv people that did this.
z 23
% 0. How about[:::::::::} Was ever used as a
3 24
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This I do not know cither.
Pardon?

This I don't Fknow.

""here would that information bhe available?

Well, we have a auv +hat used to work with me who was

i down in New Orleans at that time. He would probably know.

Is he in the building?
Yes.

What is his name?

f o

: BY MR. OLSEN: X ;

BY MR. MANFREDTI:

Yes.

Who is with now? Which department?

He is s+ill with the DDO.

Western Hemisphere NDivision?

No. He is on one of the staffs., 1le is on the -~ I

think Career Management Group Staff.

Is he officed near vou?

No. He is down in the basement.

1 BY MR. OLSEN:

Do the Agency files reveal who the . intermediaries were
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A Oh, ves. %

o -- to the Cuban novements? !

%

A Yes. :

o Do vou know whehter -- do you know tﬁe identity of ang

of them in New Orleans? {
A No. No. Totallv unfamiliar with anything that took

fléce in New Orleans. ;

0. I take-it ﬁhat Franlk Sturgis was never an intermediar!

« : :

for providing funds to the Cuban fronts? !

A The files that I have don't reflect it. .

0. I think we covered this already just a few minutes agc

!
but let me make sure that we have got it on the record. !

I understood vou to say that it was vour impression in 1963
that large numbers of Cuban exiles, Cuban peonle in the southnr%

United States, talked ahout and believed that thev were involvel!
in the CIA sponsored activities. Is that true? |
A That is right. - ‘ {
Q Was it also vour understanding and yvour impression
that there was a good deal of talk among this Cuban element in
the southern United States about plans or prospects for the
assassination of Fidel Castro? .
A I wouid say no. I don't think there was =-- you have

got to remember that these people were embittered., Thev lost

their homeland, their nossessionsg, thev lost everythina and thew

le- -Pdgie_« Q‘EI S - e



@

H¥ 50255

Phone {Area 202) $44-6000

10

11

12

13

WARD & PAUL

14
15
16
17
18
19
- 20
21
22

23

. Street, $.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

24

410 F

25

Doold: 32203341 Page 91

SECRET | I

Q That is Fiedl Castro?

A That is right, and they would probably verbally do

~anything thev could to get rid of him,

0. Was there a lot of talk about killing Castro among

these Cubans?

A I would say among the Cuban exiles there prohablyv was .

a lot of talk about that.

0. Did you participate vourself in the overhearing of

such conversations?

A No.

Q. Was th£s>a<matter of something that was feported to
you?

n Well, it was == I really don'’t remember what the

1
i
1

source of it was but I know in my discussions with people at tha

Station and from my visits down there and that type of thing
that this subject always came up. What were they qoihq to do
with Fidel? How are they going to get rid of him and this type
of thing. I don't mean the Agency people. This is what the h

Cuban exile community was discussing,

Q Yes. Do you know what Howard Hunt was doing for the -

"Agency in 19632

A Well, it seems to me he was here at Headquarters in
'63 and I think he was assigned to the European Division nof the
DDP.

0 This is your best recollection =--

| SECRET
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A Yes.

Q ~—- at the moment. Is it possible that he was with

Domestic Operations Division in the field of

,,engaged -
a. I guess you are right, vyes, I belie&e he was there,
Qo pid you persénally know Howard Hunt?
A \No.
Q Never met him?
A I met him. That is all. I can't say I know him,
Q You would not have known anyvthing about his where-

abouts on any particular day, then. Is that true?
A Can we go off the record?
{Off the record discussion.}
THE WITNESS: Let's go back on the record.

BY MR, OLSEN:

0 I would like to have it on the record.
A, "Do you have a particular day?
Q No. I am just asking you if your acquanitance with

Hunt was such that you would have known of his whereabouts on

any particular dav.

A No.
Q. Was it very infrequently that you ever saw him?
A ‘0Oh, I would see him in the halls, this type of thing,

but =- bump into him perhaps downtown on the street.

Q But vou would have no occasion for knowing from one

H¥ 50953 DocId:322030
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i
% 1 . day to the next where he was? |
@ [
§ o b A No. i
g 5 0. Have vou evar conducted any kind of inquiry on behalf |
¢ ; : i
2 4'3 of the Agencv as to where he was on November 22, 19637 l
i !
| ' !
5 :f A Yes. .
! . | SR ‘r
6 0. And when did vou conduct that inquiry? -
, : :
' " i A, I have done it twice that I recall and the most recent
8 one was I guess -- I am just trying to think. Well, it wasn't i
9 too long ago because we did have an inquiry and we obtained the!
10 time and the attendance records from the Office of Finance which
: !
11 showed that Howard Hunt was on sick leave on that day. ;
»’12 Q Was this just fairly recently? E
3 | | |
< i
A Y o !
y 13 es- -
o : i
p 14 Q I understood from what files I have seen, HMr. :
z : : i
: !
15 Sturbitts, that the onlv records that were available from the E
16 Office of Finahce showed that he had had nine hours of sick leaé
|
17 during the two-week pay period ending the 23rd of November but i
18 that the records were not available as to how much sick leave
18 | .
| .
19 ' or annual leave had been taken on any particular day.
g
° A Well --
g 20
3 0. am I mistaken?
g 21 4
% - A As I recall, he was in a duty status one day and a
3 .
ﬁ 03 sick leave status the next day and back to duty the next day.
% o4 I would have to check that with my Budget and Fiscal Officer.
; o5 He is the chap that got that for me..
< .
Docld: 32203851 Page 93 o — o G S0 =
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% l. 0 Can vou check that for us?
( = 5 ; A Sure,
: 3l Q. And give us the results of that?
— ‘ .
2 o i A Yes.
i
5 ﬁ 0. Because this is much more detailed information than
6 I have been previouly aware is available in the files of the .
” | Agency.
8 A All right. I will do that.
é -
9 BY MR, MANFREDI:
10 0. Do you want to make a note of that? ;
11 A Let me have a piece of paper. f
12 0. YOu might also want Mr. Sturbitts' phone number which :
4 |
2 H
( x 13 is 351-5106,
< -~
o
g 14 THE WITNESS: That was 22 November, right?
; -
15 BY MR. MANFREDI: ‘2
16 Q That is the day. :
1 A 1963. :
! ;
15 Qo In response to whose inguiry was that investigation
made? ;
- 19 ]
=] . - '
S A I don't know. I would have to look that up, too. I
J 20 |
3 o1 don't recall exactly who asked for it. I don't know whether =--
Q
) - : . !
é o5 I will just have to check that. I don't know who it was.
3 . I
j Q And the date? Do vou have anv idea when vou made the
= 237 .
: I inquiry? §
( p 24 i
Y e A No. But Ican find out from the B and F guy, hopefullvi
s 25 '

HW 50235 Dm:!Id:322033J51 Page 34 o o ol 2 B o
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Q You said there was a previous inquiry?

A, Yes. The previous inquiry came from Archie Roosevelt

who is now retired and was at that particular time the Chief of
F European Division.

0 When wa§ thatAinquiry received?

A. Thét was about a vear ago, I quess.

@_ BY MR. OLSEN:

I

|
; o About the first time these photographs began to be

circulated?
A Yes.
0. About the bums in Dallas?
A Yés, and actually I think this == Archie's inquiry

{ for a long time and he apparently

made a lot of acquaintances over there among the media.

‘the Office of Finance that it was positively ascertained that
Hunt was on sick leave on November 22nd?

A Well, I.will have to check that. That is the way
I understood it but I did get this through our Budget peéple wh
have the contact with the 0Office éf Finance.

Q And that he was on annual leave the day before?

ILEl Page 95 . o @B R T B

0. This is something vou are relating to Der Sterm
‘Magazine?

A That is right.

0 And did I understand you to say thgt in checking with%

came from some magazine or newspaper man in Europe. Archie was

|
i
i
|
|
!
!

!
i
|
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A No. He was on a duty status the day before, on sick
leave, and then on dutvy status the following day.

BY MR. MANFREDI:

Q. Was there any effort to detefmine what Mr. Hunt's
previous pattern with respect to sick days had oeen?

A (Nods in negative)

BY MR, OLSEN:

0. November 22, 1963, was a Friday. When you sayv that
recordé reveal t@at he was on a duty status the next day ==

A It was a Friday. Then I was mistaken,

Q Does that mean he was on duty the following Mondav
or on the next day, Saturday?

A. No. On the following Monday. I @idn't realize the .
22nd was a Friday.

Q Will vou check that thing for us and give us a hrief

memo together with whatever supporting =~- copies of supporting

documents you can find?

A Okay.

o As promptly as possible on this question..

I think that covers the subject matter.

MR. MANFREDI: I can give vou another momenﬁ if you want.
Can you think ofbanything else?

MR. OLSEN: ‘I think that is all.

MR, MANFREDI: Okay. Off the record.

(Off the record discussion)

El Page 96 e WA o SEG GHD G
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§ 1 BY MR. MANFREDI: i
2 ! |
[t il . . ;
( 5 2 0 I am sorry for the interruption but over the long hauli
5 i ' g
H 5 | I think probably I saved vou some time, ;
¢ i . 5
E i We are talking about newspapar =24itors wihien we ware inter- -
5 | rupted -~ or when I invited the interruotion. I quess I.ought
6 2 to be fair.
g ﬁ
o i Is it not a fact that the Agencv had some relationship witﬂ
: N .
I » !
8 | some prominent newspaver officials in the Miami area? ;
’ E
Y i
9 | A. YeS. i
. 10 0 And what was the nature of that relationship? i
11 A |
i -
y 12 =
2
g !
( - 13 |
0 |
z i
3 14 |
: 15
16 ) What was the purpose of those relationshipsg? ;
i ' !
15 i A, I really couldn't say what the prupose of the relation-
18 ship was. I mean, the same reason that we establish a relation-
1
i
15 ship with the press in this town. There were certain things thaz
3 _ . 1
g P .might come to the attention of the press involving true nares |
g : !
Q -
g o1 and incidents that we felt should perhaps not be surfaced at any,
) - . |
g ' articular time. !
3 22 | P ~, |
- ; B
@ 2"5 Q Do you have any knowledge of use of the press -.in Miani
= RO i
‘ i
& 241 for propaganda purposes? ;
I T | | i
o ] A No. No. !
< 22 l ‘
!
!
HH 50955 Dueld:322033‘.51 Page 97 SECRET |
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]
3 1 . ‘
) s 0 Would vou know if that were the case?
( -~ 2 !
& | A Mo. I really wouldn't know, but the relationship was
H 5
2 i a two-way street. It wasn't simply that we assisted these
£ a |
i people as well as they were assigint us.
5 "
“ Q What assistance would you render for members of
t
6 C
; the press in Miami?
. ' . AY
7
l _ A Well, in the case of CE%Q
8 . . .
. we would put him in contact with the Chiefs of Stations of
9 e . .. : .
areas he periodically visited and the Chiefs of Stations
G . . . . .
1 would give him background briefings and this type of thing
; .
1 on the developments within a given country.
3 12 Q Was that done evenhandedly for various newspapers?
( & ‘
: 13 A Predominantly, I would say probably
< 14 .
. d i received probably a little more attentlonq
15
.16
17
18 Q Was he also used as a source? ‘
o 19 A No.
e
8 .
g 20 Q- Do newspapermen in Washington, D.C., receive
3
% 21 similar briefings?
; 22 A Yes.
u
[12]
3 23 Q We talked with Mr.Olsen for a short period of time
- A .
( g 24 about fronts, revolutionary fronts. How large were these
5
M 25 organizations?
AW 50955 DocId:32203851 FPage 98 ' T REFDET
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A Well, the membership varied. As I said, we were !
principally interested in the leadership of the organizations.
Once the organization was established and zhe leadership took
over, then they would take care of enlisting the, I guess; |

getting membership from the Cuban exile community to join.

Q What were their functions, the fron%s? :

A Well, it was to bring some unity out of this chaoticf

. !

thing of the splinter groups and get -- as I said, it was a !
|

political organization in exile.

f
Q Did t@gy conduct any operations? ?
- |
A No, not that I knqgfof. ?
' |
0 Just like a political party? E
A Like a political party. ' é
: |

Q How many of these fronts were there?
A There were several of them. I reélly don't remenmber |

the names of them. The FRD was one. The Revolutionary

Democratic Front. I guess that was probably the biggest one.

And there were some others.

Q The RDF?
A FRD, . ®
A Front Revolutionary Democratic. It is the

i
!
|
‘
I
Q I see. % |
‘ a
|
. !
Democratic Revolutionary Front. i
0 All right. Are these groups still in existence? E

i

A T would think not. I really don't know.

Page 99 P X Y ¥ 1
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0 Is there a CIA station in Puerto Rico?.

A No. There was but there isn't any more. There
hasn't been one there for -~ 2ars.

0 When was it disbanded?

A I think the station wés established arocund 1953
and -- perhaps it was established before that. I think it
went out of existence in 1958.

Q Do vou know why 1t went out offéiistence?

A No, I don't. I don't have any idea 

Q Do you‘know what function it waé performing?

A - (Nods in negative.)

Q You mentioned earlier that Bernard Barker worked
in the Cuban community for the CIA?

A He worked with these fronts, too.

Q Was he performing any intelligence function in the
community?

A | Intelligence functions. Well -

Q Was he collecting information?

A Sure. If he got ;nformation that he thought was
worthwhile he would pass it on. |

Q Now, would he have been considefed one. of tha three

or 500 persons enployed or assigned to the Miami Station?
A Yes. He was a contract employee.
Q And were intelligence requirements levied on such

contract employees?

W¥ 509255 Doocld:32203%
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a Normally, the requirements are pretty standard,
or they were at that time. But here again, you always have

ad hoc type things that pop up from time to time, and have to

Phone (Area 202) 544-6000

be surfaced.

Q ‘Some of ghese contract employees were, then, in
the business of collecting intelligence information in the
Cuban communities in Miami.

8 A Right.
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Q

A

‘crypt. You don't have anything to do-with it.

So| fan -

Synonymous.

-— are cryptonyms?

Yes.

Do the initials stand for anything other than --

No. Just pick them out. If you want to encrypt

somebody you just call downstairs and they give you a

Q

A

traced.

DocId: 322036
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Now, turning to the Miami Station's involvement ‘or
assistance to the Secret Service in connection with the
politicél conventions in 1968 and 1972, would you briefly

~describe for me the nature of the assistance provided by
the Agency to the Secret Service?

At the request of the Secret Service we conducted

name traées on individuals whom the Secret Service wanted

These includedthe employees of all hotels in Miami
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| |

Beach where any convention activities were to take place, ;

mplovees of catering services, limosiné service, emplovees |

in -- what do thev call it, the Civic Center in Miami. It

is a big auditorium down there. I forget what they call it.
Foreign news people and media, television, radio people.

Q Were these people on whom name traces were requested.

i

\

all foreign nationals?
A All foreign nationals. |
Q Was thera any check made to determine whether

any of them were American citizens? i

A We levied on the Seéfet Service as a reguirement ,
that they have identified these people by nationality before %
we would run a, name trace. Inadvertently, at one time i
they did submit a list, a rather long list of American citizeng

which we promptly sent back to them and told them we could

not trace.

Q And this practice was followed both in 1963 and i
19722 |

A That is right.

Q And where were these names traced?

A They were traced back here and also in Miami. The
Miami Station did their name check and we did our name check
here. In the case of Cubans, probably the Miami Station had

more information on the Cubans than we would have back here.

Q But the names were traced through Agency files?
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A Through Agency files.

Q  Was Secret Service receiving cooperation from FBI
on this as well?”

A Oh, vyes.

Q And in effect,they were getting an all-Agency name
check =--

A Right. \

Q -- on people who might pose a security threat --

A Yes.

Q - to-a candidate?

A Well, they werc just trying to determine who nith

be a security threat.

Q That is right. Potential threat.
A Yes.
Q For what political parties -- strike that.

In 1968 was this service provided for both political

conventions?
A Both political conventions.
Q Were thay both held in Miami that year?
A No. I guess it was in 1972 they were 5oth held

there. I think it was just the Democratic in 1968.

Q These‘requests did come from the Secret Service
rather tﬁan --

A From the Secret Service énd it was -- the Director

of the Secret Service came to the DCI and asked him for
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support.

Q Do vou still maintain the records with respect to
that tracing activity?

A I have all the names that have been traced.

0 And they are on little cards down in vour £iles?

A Yes. |

Q Why have those records been maintained? 1Is there
any reason those records have been maintained?

.A Well, because we were told to maintain them when

the Watergate thing broke..

Q I see.
A And since then nobody will destroy anything.
Q OK. Are you aware of any picketing at various

places in the country that has been conducted by Cuban

groups?

A I was not aware of it until I was told of it.
I still don't know whether this waé a spontaneous action on
the part of these people or whether they were instructed to

do it. I tried to run that down and I have been unable to.

Q At what locations has it been reported that pickats

were located?

A Airline offices in New York, Miami. I think ancther

place. I forget where it was.
Q Have you in fact been able to verify that these

persons were Cubans?
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Well, it is a matter of record in the(::::]history

that this indeed did take place. Now, what I have been trying

to determine is whether the On-Site Case Officer authorized

this,which I fully doubt.

Q

A

Who was the On-Site Case Officer?

At that time it was a fellow by the name oﬁ[ji:::p

Is he still alive?

Yes, he is down in Miami. But I just do not know

whether this was a unilateral action on the part of[::::]

[::::::]against the countries that were then trading with

Cﬁba, notably Spain and Great Britain and France.

Q

A

can do.

Q

Other than this incident which we -- strike that.
What kind of an investigation have you conducted?
I héve talked to people, which is really all vou
There is no other way yod can do it.

You have been unable to determine who, if anyocre,

authorized this activity? Have you been able to ident:fy

any of the persons who participated in the picketing?

A

Q

No.

With what frequency did this activity occur?

C— -

I don't have any idea. I only know of one irscance.’

This was in New York City?

New York City and Miami.

Do you know of any organized political activiscy =rar.
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engaged in?

'and this type of thing.

|
|
A To my knowledge,.they didn't engage in any. %
0 Any political activity. E
Do you know of any other activities that they hawve |

1

conducted within'this country, they or any of their members )

nave conducted within this country that we have not already A

discussed this afternoon?

A No.
Q Any political activities? Any operations?
A No. Not really. Of course, we have used certain

select individuals to what we call hand-hold defectors, Cuban‘

defectors. In other words, live with them until they are |

resettled and this type of thing. And this is another activi:y

they engaged in. But other than that, I can't think of any-
thing else.

Q Do you know of any criminal activities that have
been attribited to — -
A I have heard of some allegations which have never

been proven.

i

Q What are the allegations?

A The allegations concern break-ins and surveillances

Q Have those allegations been made with any fre-
quency? i
{
A Well, I forget who it was. It was during the f

b1 page 107 " SECRET |
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% 1 Watergate trial. Some of these allegations that came out f
{3 | . L %
) o 2 ] and I think they were carried in the Anderson column but we {
3 | !
¢ - ‘ ]
< 2 | made file checks and this tyvpe of thing. One particular E
g " :
* & i activity was supposed to have been carried out in Rockefeller f
S ! cCenter in New York and it turns out it was taken out of 5
‘ i
6 i context. It was a training mission and -~ training exercise. |
. !
] i
7 These guys were being trained in surveillance in New York |
8 and they were simply asked to go into a branch of the Manhattan
¢ H
9 -- Chase Manhattan and to come back out and then they were i
T , |
10 supposed to diagram the layout of the bank. And this to scnme i
}
11 of them meant casing the bank when in fact it was just a |
: I
|
J 12 memory exercise. i
2
< H
a t
4 ) 13 Q With what frequency were those kinds of training
g !
& . b
3 14 exercises conducted? i
, !
15 A Well, whenever there was an -- whenever it was felt .
16 that these people, selected individuals, were to be trained
17 in trade craft. 1
' i
18 Q- And did their trade craft training include such
' i
19 things as surveillance? |
- g
g .
g 20 A Sure.
fa)
g 21 Q  And break-ins?
z 22 : A No. Not break-ins. Nor surreptitious entry. As I
W
% 23 said, in the case of this particular thing, it was misinter-
{ ? 24 preted as casing the bank. These exercises were given -- they
£
O <
s 25 could have walked into your office, your outer office and
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said -- the instructor could have said two hours later tell
me what is in that outzar office? What is the layout of it?
This is just for obserwvation.

Q You stated earlier none of those.alleqations have
been proven. lHave any 2f them been proved to your
satisfaction?

A No. Ithink we disoroved them to my satisfaction.

Q I take it vou do not believe they took place other

than the training exercise?
A Oh, no. No. I don't believe they did.

) Do you know of any instances where members of that
group have broken in, made any other type of illegal entry
in this country?

A No.
Q Have you ever been present at any discussions of
the legality'or illegality of maintaining stations like the

Miami Station within this country?

A Legality? No.
Q How about the propriety?
A Well, fo my knowledge, that really never came up.

No one to my knowledge, has ever questioned the legality or
the propriety of having the Station.

Q There have been some allegations in the press and

elsewhere about possible misuse of Cuban exiles, members of

that community, by the CIA. Are you aware of those?
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A No.
0 Je received some correspondence and I have seen somo
articles that suggest that the Cuban community is sort of

a resource that 1s occasionally tapped by the CIA for various

operations in this country.

PRSNGSRS

A You mean this country? N

0 Yes. Picketing was one example. There were also some
of use by the CIA of Cuban nationals or exiles for any type
A No.

Q Do youlknow whether or not the Agency has provided

any financial support for Cuban businessmen in this countrv?

A No. Not to my knowledge.

Q|

A No.

0 Establishment of businesses?

A No.

Q No?

A No.

QO In the course of our discussions today we discussed

various political front groups;

DPocoId: 32203

revolutionary front groups. Are there any other emigre,

Cuban emigre groups in the Miami area which have been supportcf
by the Agency, either financially or otherwise? l
Page 110 l
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A Not toe ny knowledge.
QO A;e vou familiar with the appendix that was attached
to Mr. Colby?s statement?
A Yes.
Q Did you have some rqle in drafting that?
A You meag the Miami Station thing? . ?
Q Appendix J, entitlgd, JThe Miami Station”. i
A Yes. E
Q You wrote it? ) %
A Yes. %
0 It has a familiar ring about it. There are\reforc:cj
to indigenous organizations, emigre organizations. Arc
there any others other than the ones we haye been discunszi—n?

ot s e et = s e e 8 48 <1

A zzYes.

Q Do you have any personal knowledge of what kind of

intelligence~gathering activities are conducted in the ':iam: ;

i}ﬁl Page 111 SECRET ’ '
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here to Headguarters. The §ifmisStation now is completely

and solely involved in the intelligence in the Caribbean.

Q Does f8he Miami Station;

\

-- I beg your pardon --

does the Headquarters component that now handles the Cuban
situation in Miami run any agents in the Cuban community?

A No. Well, let me,expléin fhat to you. We do have
a career agent who has been with us for a good many years
in Miami and we do use him to contact relatives of Cubans
who are still in Cuba. I mean, relatives who are in the Uu.s.
who have relatives in Cuba.

/ Now, this is done principally with the idea of a
recruitment ;arget, determine weaknesses or sgrengths, this
type of thing. He does contact these people all over the
United States. If we come across an individual that looks like
he might be recruitable, or perhaps we could even double hin,
we will, after we make our preliminary assessment, and we
find out where relatives and these types of people are, we
will ask this caréer agent or instruct him to go contact
these people, be it New fork, Néw Jersey, Chicago, or what-
ever. |

0 So you use Cuban, now citizens or aliens in this

country, as access agents.
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A Right.

Q Just like foreign associates would do.

A Exactly.

Q2 . Are there any rore people like Bernard Barker who

are contract employees of the Agency who still work in the

Miami-Cuban community?

A No. None,

Q That entire apparactus has been --
A ilas been.dismantled.

Q - diémantled. What is thefeu

A I really don't know but it

as far as I know. I think it will be‘ by the next fiscal

year.
MR. MANFREDI: Off the record.
(Discussion off the record.)
" MR.MANFREDI: Let's ¢ back on the record.
BY MR. MANFREDTI:
Q There are presently no Cuban Ops being conducted out

- of Miami?

A No. All Cuban Ops. are being conducted out of
Headguarters.

0 And even from the Headquarters location there ;re
no paramilitary operations?

A No.

SECRET
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Q No covert -- well, there 1s some wvropaganda activity
being conducted still?
A On a very small scale, and the covert action facility

that we had, the radio, tapzd program, 1s being terminated

by 30 June. So for all practical purposes, it is terminated

now. .
Q The
A Yes.
0 And it has been decreased to how many people?
A Between( Rnd| ] ‘ i
Q And it has absolutely no responsibilities with

respect to Cuba?

A Absolutely none.

Qv And its responsibilities'are entirely directed to
other Latin American countries?

A To Caribbean countries.

) Caribbean countiies. And I trust that there are
other Agency s;ations in the Caribbean?

A Yes.

0 Well, I have nc further questions, Mr. Sturbitts.
If you have anyghinq you would like to add you are welcore
to do so.

A No, I have nothing.

0 I want to thank you on behalf of myself and the

Cormission for your cooperation.
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A Sure.
o} I am sorry we had to take so much of your time.
A That is all right.

Q Thank you again.
(Whereupon, at 3:35 o'clock p.m., the taking of the

deposition was concluded.)
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